
DFCISION
GRAFT ON PLANNING BOARD

SCENIC ROAD PERMIT (SRP 201S1)
Remoe of Two (2) +k 6’ pine trees

Removal and Reuse of Approximatel) I hirty Eight (38) Feet of Stone all
Reconstruction of Stone Wall

114 Merriam Road
Grafton, MA

Frederic & Margot Churchill (Applicant / Owner)

Decision of h I lan rir g Board il the fox i (jrafton, Massachus tts (hcrcinafte t xc BOARD) on thepetition of Frederic & \Iargot Churchill (hereinafter the APPLICANT OWNFR) for a Scenic Road Perrfr re no a o tv o 2, ± 6 pn.. tre a1 o remoxa reus. oi appr7x1mtely 11ir cigh (38, feet ofstone nail at 11$ Merriam Road, and shown on the Grafton Assessors Map 59. Lot 24, and owned byFrederic & Margot Church’ll, 243 Pleasant Street, South Yarmouth, MA 02664 by deed re’orded in theWorcestei District RLglstrx of Deeds Book 6442, Page 94 & Page 1 S7. Book 12253. Page 286: and Book22858 Page 35

‘I he abov referenced Application f r a S ‘er ic Road Permit (hereinafici APPLICA I ION wa’ submitted onApril 22, 2015. Notice of the public hearing and the subject matter thereof ixas published in the GraftonNews ox Apr] 29 and M y 6. 2015 md p stcd with iowr ClerkS Office. Ihe Planring Board on idcred theApplication at a properl\ posted meeting of said Board on May 18. 2015. Following public input, thehearingw s lo’ed w May 18 2015

The following Board rxerxbcrs were prcsert during th entir public Fearin p wes Sargon Hanra. Mi ha IScully. Robert Hassinger. Linda Hassinger and David Robbins The record of the proceedings andsubmissions upon nhch this deesi in s Fased may be efcrrcl o in the Offic f the Ton Clerk i tfeOffice of the Planning Board.

I BACKGROUND

ibis Scenic Road Pennit Application nas presented at a joint heanng nith Special Pernlt 2015 6 v hich sfor a Common Drixeway at the same address. The proposed common drirexxay and the xxork relating to thisApplication are a co-joined m that the full deselcprrent of the site requires both permits

Each appheation xx ill generate an individual Decision but are not mutually exclusive in that th commondrivexxav plax equires thc issuance (f Scenic Road Permit. Each Application xvill he conditioned toreference each other to ensure that the totality of the site will be developed according to all eonditk ns (seeFINDT Cvi andCONDIFION#r

II, SUBNHTTALS

The bilowing items were submitted to the Board for its consideration of these application’.:

EXHIBIT I. Unbound application packet prepared by Quinn Engineering. Inc on behalf of the
Agplicant submitted rm / p 1 22. 2015 n ludirg t c ol ox ing
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• pp1ieatio fo Heafrng Under the cenic Roid By Law I page

• Conespondence from Quinn Engineering. Proposed Common Drisexxav & Scenic

Road Curb Cuts 114 Meniair R ad dated pri1 2, 2015: 9 pages

Certified Abutters List. April 14. 2015. I page.

• ertifleate of Good Standing, signed by the Treasur n Collector s office on Tpiil 0

2015: 1 page.

• Property Record Card, 114 lernam Road, prir ted him the I owr of Graft n ii

stem, dated kpril 7, 2015: 1 page

Plan Set. Lot Dexelopinen. Plan. Crafton MassacLisctts. 1.4 M.rru.m Wac..

prepared by Quinn Engineering, Inc . 11,’ x 1 7” black & white: dated Nox ember 18

2014, rex ised through April 16, 2015, 7 sheets as frilons.

• Sheet I Existing Conditions Plar

Sheet 2 Proposed Lot 1ayout Plan

• Sheet 3 Proposed Lot Deelopment Plan

• Sheet 4 Erosion Coffin 1 and Storms ater Pollution I evntion PIrn

• Sheet 5 Profile. Details & Notes

• ShLe 6 Details & Not

• Sheet 7: Notes

• Draft Concept Subdixision Plan in (irafton Massaehu etts. prepared h Quinn

Engineering Inc.. resised through April 16. 2015. 24” x 36”. black & xxhite: I sheet.

• Draft Proposed Lot Des eiopment Plan (Conforming Plan) in Grafton Massachusetts.

prepared by Quinn Fnginee ing Inc dated April 16 2015, 24” x. 36” black &

white: I sheet.

Xl 18 T 2 1 lai Set, Lot Deve opmert Pla C a tr Mass huse s 114 Merriam Road prepared

by Quinn Engineeiing. Inc.. I1” x l’”. color: dated \oxember 1. 2014. rex ised through

lay 11 2015 re ed May 1 2015 7 shee s $ fblios

a Sheet 1 Existing Conditions Plan

Shee 2 Pn pose I ot [ay ut Pla

a Sheet 3 Proposed Lot Development Plan

• Sheet 4. F osion Control and Stormy ater P 11 ho r P event on PL n

• Sheet 5: Profile, Details & Notes

• Shet 6 Details & Notes
a Sheet 7. Notes

EXHIBIT Project Reiew Memorandum, H no i I Coirmi sion; receved May 15 2015 2 pag s.

EXHIBIT 4. Public Hearing Sigmin Sheet. Ma 18. 2015: 1 page.
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111 FINDINGS

At their meeting of July 13 2015 after due consideration of the exhibits submi ted and the en rc record ofproceedings introduced and accepted in this matter. the Grafton Planning Board (motion by Mrs Rassinger.seconded by Mr. Robbins) ‘voted 5-0 to make the following findings

Fl. That during the public hearing Mr. Carl Hultgren of Quinn Engineering presented the project onbehalf of the Applicant Mr Hultgren rexieed the work associated with the Scenic Road Permitduring the cours. of the joint hearing for the Common Driveu ay (Special Permit SP 201 5-6). TheS enic Road Application is part and parcel of the os erall site development pla ‘i rex ieu ed as part ofthe common driiexiay application. Fhe Applicant reviewed the plan set (see EXHIBIT f1) notingthat all ork associated witl both Applications have been inLorporated together Work associatedxith the Scenic Road Permit Application is outlined or Sheet 3: Proposed Lot Des eiopment Plan.

2 That during the public hearing the Board and the Applicant discussed the Application in relation tothe Common Driseway Application (SP 20 15-6) The Applicant noted that the sork proposed in theScenic Road Permit Application ix as necessitated by the proposed design of the common driveis ay.The proposed location of the common dnx.exsay was constrained by a number of significantenvironmcntal factors includi ig proximity to wctlands sik location wIthin the Miscoe Brook Area ofCritkal Ens ironmental Concern, proximity to the Miscoe Brook and other existing site conditions.lie engIneering tor th storrwatc Inanagcrse rt systel ‘a furthcr onstraine I ftc option for accesand lot lay out. The proposed cuts in the stone wall and cutting of tii o trees along the scenic roadwere presented as the ‘an y iable optio gair access t the site or thc prop sed CommorDris eivav,

F 3 1 hat during the public hearing the Board and Applicant discussed the tw o pine trees proposed forcutting. Staff noted that the proposed work had been rex iewed with Das id Crouse the Tree WardenMr. (rouse had made a sitc s isit to ohserxe the two trees in qucstion and he reported to staff that hehad no objection to the proposed work Assistant Planner, rrn Morgan. noted that she ‘axes amember of the Histor’al (omr’aissio’v I por rview if th pplictio’a the Cnnnissicn hadsubmitted comments (see EXHiBIT 43). She added that the Commission did not find the two treesproposed to be cut to he significant and did not object to proposed t cc wo k Upo re iew f thesubmitted material and testimony of the Tree Warden. the Board finds that the two flees proposed forcutting pro id no suhst ntial or ribut’on o the v rl seen conditi ‘a of adway

F4, That during the public hearino the Board discussed the two proposed cuts in the s one wall TheApplicant is proposing 2 urb cuts. One cut would be required for the common driseway whichwould necessitate a 38 foot disturbance in the stone wall. The other cut would act as driseway accessfor k t D which would require rounding to accommodate fire access. The cut for Lot D xi ould requirean 1 8 foot break in the stone wall Ml stones rernox ed would be repurposed to repair a segment ofth ‘a all whhh ‘a as pres iously used as tractor access by the ow ncr, and to repairing ether areaswhere the wall has since deteriorated. Staff noted that a site visit had been conducted and it wasconfirmed that the area of the proposed sto se wall cuts were mostly a loose rubble style all with noformal stacking pattern.

l5 That dunng the public hearing the Board resaewed comments submitted by ihe HistoricalCommi’ io as ft 11ev s ‘Not A on h Prop sed L t Dc A pirent Plan u hr s h o k ro os d
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1 the Seer ic Roa P rn app cat or Th C minis in i th o ‘ate for IA east amoun of disruption

and or remo al of trees and or stone wails. nv hanges in the locat1on of the pioposed jri\ en avs

nhich result in nen or additional removal of trees and. or stone wall should be considered a

modificanor oftfe Scenic Road Perm se f XHIBIT )

\t their meeting of July 1,, 205 after due consideratio i of the exhibits submitted and the entire reord of

proceedings introduced and accepted in this matter. the Grafton Planning Board (motion by Mrs. Hassinger,

sect nded by Mr R bbirs) voted 5-0 make the thllon ing findings as r”quired under the Oration 5’c illL

Roa s Regulations (hereinaft r SRR) Section 6. Sub-sectio is () through (1)

F6 As per SRR 6 a the Board corsidcred the deg’ee to which the proposed a’tion would adserselv

affect th sceni aesthetic, and historical xalues upon nhich the scenic ad designatic na

originally based. The Board finds the proposed action is acceptable as to these requirements. (See

FI\DING #13 and #f 4)

F7. As per SRR 6.b., the Board considered the necessity for the proposed action in terms of public

afety welfare . conenien e Th’ Board finds the proposed action is a ‘cep table as to these

requirements.

?s pr SRR ço th Buard nsi&red ihe availabil’ty uf icasunab1c alLcra1ses tu th pr pos d

action nhich could reduce or clinnate antcipa1ed damae ‘it tie S 01 ‘acne v ails T ie Board finds

the layout of the Common Drixenay Application (SP 2015-61 sihich is the co-joined Application to

this Scenic Rad Applica ion requires th p oposed work to avoid o l’er mire gn flea it

ensironmental ir’ipacts (See FINDING F2 and EXHIBITS #1 and 2i fhe Board finds the

proposed action is acceptable as to these requirements

1-9, As per SRR §6d. the Board considered whether the pioposed action nould compimisc oi harm

other environmental or historical values (see FINDTNG nF2, #F4. #F8). The Board finds the

proposed action is ac eptabi as to these requirements

TIP \s per SRR 6 e. the Board considered the compensatory actions proposed, such as replacement of

ree r ails (see FIND NO 11-4 and # 5, 1 XHIBI I S aid 3) he B a d fin s th p nosed

actiun is acceptable a to these requirements.

I As per SRR 6 1. ie Boa d in sider d the c s’ tin A the proposed ct or i h pre iousiy

adopted bun plans and policies (see I-TNDTNG #1-21 ihe Board finds the proposed action is

acceptable as to these requirements

I’ DECISION

At their meeting of July’ 1 3. 2015. after due consideration of the exhibits submitted and the entire record of’

proceedi igs introdra’ed and accepted in this matter, the Grafton Planning Board (motion bs Mrs Hassinger.

eco ide I by Mi Robbir ) voted 5-0 to GRANT t ic cci c Road Pennit sub ci to th follorving onditio is
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Cl. This Dec sion reflects the Boaid’s approval of Scenic Road Permit SRP 2015-i This permit arefor tie re rat cc t tv o (2, - ¶1 pi ie ices crio inc rcrnccai icusc 01 tnot crgnt 13E, sect Oi StonenaIl nithin th Town’s nght of nay as described in the FINDiNGS and EXHIBITS and showr nnthe plan submitted bx the Applicant (see EXHIBIt 31
C Tf is Scenic Road Permit (SRP 2015-I) and the (omrron Drivewa Speeia Permit tSP 2015-6) forthe same site are not mutually exclusive Each Application will be conditioned to reference eachother to ensute that the totality of the site will he dexekped according to all conditions for theCommon Drixena) and Scenic Road Permit (see PROJECT OVFRVIEW1 All conditions forSpecial Peririr SP 2)15-6) are incorporated in o this DECISION. F ailare to maintain a ralid SpecialPcmiit for the Common Drixeway wil muse this DECISION to be null and oid.
C3 Stones from the wall remoxed to accommodate the Common Drixewa) curb cuts (2) will he used tofill in an existing break and supplemen exis ng i all Stone woik will matuh existing wall in height.xi idth and throx n style of existing stone xx all with no x isible mortar
(‘4. Pursuant to Article 24 (Scenic Roads Regulations). Section 5 7 of the Tori n of Grafton By-laws. nowork sfall he performed until all applicable pi xi ‘o s fth P h 7 S de ‘1 1 MG (h 87hare been complied xx ith

C’S The Applicant shall comply with any Order of Conditions and oi permitsssued by the Orationdmnsei-vat on ( n’m sc a

C6 All applicahfr rNuirements ofTour Sat’s Fedetal ag see a e e b i c rpor ed by efere ice‘is a requirement of this Decision.
C?. Any nx d fiati ir tc x ork authorized by this Dccisix n shall inquire, prior to implementing suchchange, a determination trom the Planning Board as to whether the praposed change issubstantia lx’ different than presented in the materials and information used in making thisDecision. The Planning Board reserv ‘s the right to solicit comments from other Tow’n boardsdepartments and committees. as well as its consulting engineer, in Inaking determinationsregarding such changes Tb” Plarn’ng Baid m’ ‘, upor its d”t rrrinati n r quire am d fleationof this Decision if it finds that the proposed changes are substantial in nature and of public‘oneern and subs artially alte the plans and ‘nfor atio ed a irg h’ Dee s on
08 All work authorized under this Scenic Road Pennit shall be completed in ainordan’e xx ith the plarand desetiption identitred is tne EXHIBIIS and FINDINGS of this Decision. as welt as allconditions ot this Decision

4’. R[100RD OF YOl F

(c 1St tutiHg a maJoriLy 1A th Planning Board, the foliuw HAg men’her otd 5-h s GRAN I tIe Applicant’sScenic Road Permit with Conditions for work within the Town’s Right of Way at 114 \‘I’n’i’im Road basedon the information received at the public hearing and the aforementioned findings

S,ggpnHanrmChai1man
- - AYE Linda Hassinj’ei. Member

__

AYE
Mie aelSllYEVi’eeChainai A’rl’ Rib it HssnerMeriber AYE
Robert Hassiflg,er AYE
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JJeph Laydon. To n Planner Date

eu. &ppheant / On net
• (iraves Engnoering

• Tree Warden / Ilzghn ay Superintendent

• Asistant Tow i Enc ineer

• Building inspector


